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TOWCESTER, 


June,  1939. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF 
TOWCESTER  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


My  Lord,  &  Gentlemen. 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  1938. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area* 


Area,  59,005  acres.  Population,  12,860  (Registrar-General’s 
estimate  for  1938.) 


Number  of  inhabited  houses,  4,022 


The  rateable  value  is  £49,596  and  the  sum  represented  by  a 
penny  rate  is  .£187. 


The  Social  conditions  and  occupations  of  the  inhabitants 
remain  unaltered. 


Birth  Rate,  Death  Rate,  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  During  the  Year,  1938* 
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Extracts  from  Vital 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Legitimate 
Illegitimate  ... 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the 

STILL-BIRTHS 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (lh 

DEATHS  . 


Statistics  of 

the  Year, 

Total 

Male 

Female 

146 

65 

81 

...  6 

5 

]. 

152 

70 

82 

estimated  population 

11.8 

Total 

Male 

Female 

...  6 

2 

4 

e  and  still)  births 

38 

Total 

Male 

Female 

...  182 

97 

85 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  14'2 


DEATHS  from  puerperal  causes 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  ...  nil 

Other  puerperal  causes  ...  ...  nil 

DEATH-RATE  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  : 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  26'3 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  20*5 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  166*7 
DEATHS  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  21 

DEATHS  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  nil 

DEATHS  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  nil 

DEATHS  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  nil 

The  death-rate  exceeds  the  birth-rate  by  2*4  per  1,000  o 
estimated  population. 


As  compared  with  1937  the  birth-rate  is  lower  by  14  and 
the  death-rate  is  lower  by  LI  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population. 

The  crude  death-rate  per  1,000  population  for  the  year 
1938  was  14*2  which,  multiplied  by  the  comparability  factor  077 
supplied  by  the  Registrar-General,  gave  a  corrected  death-rate  of 
10*9  as  compared  with  1L6  for  England  and  Wales.  This  death- 
rate  of  10‘9  is  the  rate  which,  it  is  assumed,  would  be  arrived  at  if 
the  age  and  sex  constitution  of  the  Towcester  Rural  District  were 
distributed  in  the  same  proportion  as  that  of  England  and  Wales  as 
a  whole. 


The  Registered  Causes  of  Death 

were  as 

follows 

All  Causes 

Male 

97 

Female 

85 

1 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

— . 

— 

2 

Measles 

— . 

— 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

5 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

6 

Influenza 

1 

3 

7 

Encephalatis  Lethargica 

— 

— 

8 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

9 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

1 

10 

Other  Tuberculosis  Diseases  ... 

1 

— 

11 

Syphilis 

— 

— 

12 

General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane 

1 

— 

13 

Cancer 

8 

13 

14 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

15 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

5 

8 

16 

Heart  Disease 

24 

22 

17 

Aneurysm 

— . 

— 

18 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

5 

6 

19 

Bronchitis 

6 

4 

20 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Q 

6 

2 

21 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

1 

22 

Peptic?Ulcer 

0 

1 

23 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

— 

— 

24 

Appendicitis 

• — 

— 

25 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

— 

26 

Other  Diseases  of  Liver 

— , 

1 

27 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

— 

3 

28 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  ... 

0 

u 

4 

29 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

— 

30 

Other  Puerperal  Diseases 

— 

— 

31 

Congenital  Debility,  premature 
birth,  etc. 

.. 

2 

32 

Senility 

12 

6 

33 

Suicide 

• — 

— 

34 

Other  Violence 

8 

1 

35 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

13 

6 

36 

Causes  Ill-defined  or  Unknown 

3 

— 

Total 

182 


4 


3 

1 

1 

21 

o 

13 

46 

11 

10 

5 

2 

1 


1 

1 

3 

6 


2 

18 

9 

19 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

The  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority  are  : — 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  (who  is  also  Senior  Assistant 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health)  : — 

JOHN  A.  ROUGHEAD,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  : — 

TOM  HARRIS,  C.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A, 

(who  holds  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute’s  Certificate 

for  Meat  and  Foods  ) 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  : — 

D.  J.  POWELL,  Cert.  S.I.B.,  A.R.S.I.,  B.Sc. 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  examinations  are  undertaken 
by  Messrs.  Bostock  Hill  and  Rigby,  Public  Analysts,  Birmingham, 
at  the  County  Public  Health  Laboratory,  and  at  Northampton 
General  Hospital. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

Infectious  Cases  occurring  in  the  Boroughs  of  Brackley 
and  Daventry,  and  in  the  Rural  District  of  Brackley,  Daventry, 
Northampton  and  Towcester  are  removed  by  Motor  Ambulance 
stationed  at  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Staverton.  Non- 
Infectious  and  Accident  Cases  are  removed  by  a  Motor  Ambulance 
kept  at  Towcester,  and  under  the  efficient  administration  of  the 
St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade. 


(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(1)  General.  The  Six  District  Nursing  Associations  affiliated 
to  the  County  Nursing  Association,  make  the  services  of  Nurses 
available  for  general  cases. 

(2)  Infectious  Deseases.  The  services  of  a  special  Nurse  in 
certain  specified  cases  of  infectious  diseases  are  available  under 
arrangements  made  between  the  Local  and  County  Nursing 
Associations. 

(d)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

Persons  suffering  from  Venereal  Diseases  are  treated  at 
Northampton  General  Hospital  by  arrangement  with  the  County 
Public  Health  Department. 

The  County  Council  is  the  Authority  for  the  treatment  of 

Tuberculosis,  and  the  'Tuberculosis  Officer  attends  weekly  at  the 

>  */ 

Clinic,  Northampton. 


An  Orthopaedic  Clinic  is  held  in  Northampton,  and 
children  from  Towcester  Rural  District  may  attend  by  arrangement 
with  the  County  Public  Health  Department. 

Under  the  County  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme, 
Child  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  in  Towcester  and  Potterspury. 

(e)  Hospitals. 

The  following  hospitals  are  available  for  inhabitants  of 
Towcester  Rural  District  : — 

Western  Northamptonshire  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital, 
Staverton. 

Rushden  House  Sanatorium. 

Northampton  General  Hospital. 

Manfield  Orthopaedic  Hospital. 

Daventry  Public  Assistance  Institution. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area* 

1.  Water. 

The  Council,  as  requested  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  sub¬ 
mitted  a  programme  of  their  probable  capital  commitments  for  the 
five  year  period  commencing,  1st  April,  1938.  In  it  they  suggest 
that  the  following  water  schemes  should  be  undertaken. 

(a)  Blisworth — complete  water  scheme  to  commence  1939/40. 

(b)  Gayton — water  tower  and  improvements  to  existing  scheme 

to  commence  1940/41. 

(c)  Maidford — water  tower  and  electric  pumping  plant  to 

commence,  1941/42. 

(d)  Shutlanger — complete  water  scheme  to  commence  1939/40 

(e)  Silverstone — complete  water  scheme  to  commence  1939/40 

(f)  Stoke  Bruerne — complete  water  scheme  to  commence  1910/41 

(g)  Whittlebury — complete  water  scheme  to  commence  1939/40 

Conditions  in  Blisworth  and  Silverstone  are  still  most 
unsatisfactory.  A  safe  and  sufficient  water  supply  is  urgently 
required  in  these  villages. 

During  the  year,  the  scheme  to  supply  the  village  of 
Paulerspury  was  satisfactorily  completed. 

The  water  main  was  extended  to  supply  the  houses  in 
Willis  Way,  Towcester. 

Water  samples  were  submitted  for  chemical  and  bacterio¬ 
logical  examinations  as  follows  :  — 
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(ii.)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 


The  Council  proposes  to  undertake,  the  following  schemes 
in  the  five  years,  beginning  1st  April,  1938. 

(a)  Blisworth  reconstruction  of  filter  beds  and  sewering 
village  to  commence  1938/39. 

(b)  Cosgrove,  Furtho,  and  Passenham  joint-sewerage  scheme 
to  commence  1939/40. 

(c)  Gayton  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  work  to  commence 
1939/40. 

(d)  Lichborough  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  work  to 
commence  1942/43. 

(e)  Potterspury  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  work  to  com¬ 
mence  1942/43. 

(f)  Whittlebury— improvement  of  outfall  works  to  commence 
1940/41. 

During  the  year  sewers  were  extended  to  Willis  Way, 
Towcester,  and  to  the  Council  Houses  in  Courteenhall  Road, 
Blisworth. 


2.  Rivers  and  streams. 

The  discharge  of  trade  waste  in  abnormal  quantity  into  the 
Passenham  Brook  was  discontinued  after  an  interview  with  the 
Authorities  concerned. 

The  nuisance  caused  by  the  presence  of  domestic  waste  in  the 
Brook,  calls  for  a  speedy  commencement  of  the  proposed  Joint 
Sewage  Scheme  for  Cosgrove,  Furtho  and  Passenham. 

3.  (i)  Closet  Accommodation. 

The  following  improvements  have  been  effected 
9  Pail  Closets  to  Water  Carriage  System. 

7  Privies  to  Water  Carriage  System 

8  Privies  to  Pails. 


(ii)  Public  Cleansing. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  a  scheme  for  the  regular  col¬ 
lection  of  house  refuse  in  Parishes  not  previously  served,  was 
instituted  in  1st  April,  1938.  Un-controlled  tipping  is  the  method 
of  disposal  employed,  and  it  is  now  estimated  that  924  tons  will 
be  collected  annually.  The  following  table  shows  the  periods  of 
collection  before  and  after  the  commencement  of  the  scheme. 


Parish 

Period  of 
Pri  or  to 

1st  April,  1938 

Collection. 

o  f  Fp-p 

1st  April,  1938 

Tip  at 

Abthorpe 

Monthly 

Monthly 

Abthorpe 

Adstone 

No  Collection 

33 

Maidford 

Blakesley 

)> 

Maidford 

Blisworth 

Fortnightly 

Fortnightly 

Blisworth 

Bradden 

No  Collection 

Monthly 

Greens  Norton 

Cold  Higham 

33 

Pattishall 

Cosgrove 

Weekly 

Weekly 

Cosgrove 

Easton  Neston 

No  Collection 

Monthly 

Towcester 

Furtho 

33 

Weekly 

Cosgrove 

Gayton 

n 

Monthly 

Pattishall 

Grafton  Regis 

Monthly 

n 

Paulerspury 

Greens  Norton 

No  Collection 

5> 

Greens  Norton 

Lichborough 

)> 

Maidford 

Maidford 

>> 

3) 

Maidford 

Passenham 

Fortnightly 

Fortnightly 

Passenham 

Pattishall 

Monthly 

Monthly 

Pattishall 

Potterspury 

Fortnightly 

Fortnightly 

Cosgrove 

Paulerspury 

Monthly 

Monthly 

Paulerspury 

Shutlanger 

Monthly 

5) 

Stoke  Bruerne 

Silverstone 

No  Collection 

>) 

Abthorpe 

Slapton 

j> 

33 

Greens  Norton 

Stoke  Bruerne 

)> 

Stoke  Bruerne 

Tiffield 

3  3 

33 

Pattishall 

Towcester 

Weekly 

Weekly 

Towcester 

Wood  Burcote  & 
Caldecote 

Quarterly 

Monthly 

Wappenham 

Monthly 

33 

Wappenham 

Weston  &  Weedon 

No  Collection 

33 

Abthorpe 

Whittlebury 

3  3 

33 

Paulerspury 

Wicken 

Col.  privately 

Col,  privately 

Wicken 

Woodend 

No  Collection 

Monthly 

Maidford 

Yardley  Gobion  ... 

1 

Fortnightly 

Fortnightly 

Cosgrove 

(iii.)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

A  Summary  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  is  appended. 

(iv.)  Shops  and  Offices. 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  or  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

(v.)  Camping  Sites. 

(1)  Number  of  sites  in  the  Area  used  for  camping  pur¬ 
poses  during  1938  ...  4 

(2)  Number  of  camping  sites  in  respect  of  which  licences 

were  issued,  (Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  269).  1 

(3)  Estimated  maximum  number  of  campers  resident  in 

area  at  one  time  during  the  Summer  Season  -  53 

(vi.)  Smoke  Abatement. 

A  smoke  nuisance  from  a  factory  in  Passenham  was 
abated  by  the  owners  who  had  the  chimney  lengthened,  and  the 
method  of  stoking  improved. 

(vii.)  Swimming  Bati-is  and  Pools. 

Those  mentioned  in  the  1936  Annual  Report  were  used 
throughout  the  year. 

(viii  )  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

No  case  of  infestation  by  bed  bugs  was  reported. 

4.  Schools. 

The  lack  of  a  proper  water  supply  to  Blis worth  Council 
School,  accentuates  the  need  for  obtaining  the  village  supply  with 
as  liltle  delay  as  possible. 

The  pupils  of  a  school  in  a  village,  where  chicken-pox  was 
prevalent,  were  inspected,  and  four  “  missed  cases  ”  were  sent  home. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Foods. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

During  the  year,  120  samples  of  milk  were  sent  to  the 
County  Laboratory  for  analysis  as  to  cleanliness,  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  results  : — 

Good,  86 
Moderate,  19 
Bad,  15 

These  reports  were  conveyed  to  the  producers,  and  advice 
concerning  clean  milk  production  was  given. 


(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned  : 


Cattle 

ex-c’  d’g 
Cows 

Cows. 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs 

Number  killed  if  known 

Number  Inspected 

23 

20 

nil 

133 

1575 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcase  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  of 
organ  wras  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspec¬ 
ted,  affected  with  disease  other 
than  Tubeculosis  ... 

Tuberculosis  only  ... 

Whole  carcase  condemned 

4 

Carcase  of  which  some  part  of 
organAvas  condemned 

28 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspec¬ 
ted,  affected  with  Tuberculosis 

203 

Housing, 

At  the  end  of  the  previous  year,  391  Houses  of  the  1,190  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  Council’s  Five  Year  Programme  as  communicated  to  the 
Minister  in  December,  1936  had  not  been  inspected  by  the  Housing 
Committee.  During  1938,  the  Committee  completed  the  inspection 
and  grouped  the  houses  with  a  view  to  taking  action  under 
appropriate  sections  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

The  Council’s  Architect  is  now  carrying  out  an  inspection 
of  all  houses  scheduled  by  the  Council  for  reconstruction,  in  order 
to  be  able  to  supply  each  owner  with  a  short  statement  of  the 
principal  defects,  with  regard  to  his  property  when  formal  action  is 
taken. 


It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  during  the  year  Demolition 
Orders  were  confirmed  bw  An  Minister  of  Health  in  respect  of  67  of 
the  69  houses  submitted,®  being  excluded  in  view  of  the  owner 
undertaking  to  render  them  fit  for  habitation.  It  is  obvious,  there¬ 
fore,  that  the  standard  adopted  by  the  Council  cannot  be  considered 
too  high. 


Rehousing. 

In  1935,  67  new  houses  were  built  ;  none  were  erected  in 
1936  ;  in  1937,  64  houses  were  erected.  In  1938,  191  houses  were 
completed  at  Blisworth  (29),  Cold  Higham  (4),  Cosgrove  (2), 
Pattishall  (16),  Passenham  (70),  Potterspury  (2),  Silverstone  (20), 
and  Towcester  (48.; 

In  November  the  “  Ridgmont  ”  Housing  Estate,  Passenham 
was  officially  opened  by  Lord  Henley,  Chairman  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee  of  the  Northamptonshire  County  Council. 

Four  of  the  seventy  houses  on  the  Estate  are  bungalows 
for  aged  people/  and  are  the  first  to  be  built  in  the  Rural  District. 
Owing  to  the  increasing  proportion  of  persons  of  65  years  and  over 
in  the  population,  more  dwellings  of  similar  type  will  become 
necessary. 

A  further  139  houses  are  in  course  of  erection  at  Cosgrove 
(12),  Greens  Norton  (47),  Potterspury  (16),  Shutlanger  (8),  and 
Silverstone  (56). 

Although  sites  for  a  further  177  houses  are  in  course  of 
selection  and  negotiation,  it  is  unfortunate  to  record  that  the  build¬ 
ing  of  many  of  these  new  houses  will  be  unduly  delayed  if  the 
difficulties  of  obtaining  suitable  sites  and  water  supplies  are  not 
more  speedily  overcome. 


The  rate  of  demolition  of  condemned  property  by  owners 
is  slow,  and  in  some  cases,  where  demolition  has  been  undertaken, 
sites  are  only  partially  cleared. 


Houses  for  Agricultural  Workers. 

The  Council  had  a  survey  carried  out  under  the  Financial 
Provision  Act,  1938,  to  assess  the  number  of  houses  required  for 
members  of  the  agricultural  populaton  as  distinct  from  slum  clear¬ 
ance  re-housing  schemes.  It  is  estimated  that  60  houses  are  required 
for  this  purpose. 


Overcrowding. 

Ho  houses  have  been  built  solely  to  abate  overcrowding. 
Twenty-three  families  have  been  “  uncrowded  ”  in  virtue  of  being 
re-housed  from  slum  clearance  property.  Twenty-six  overcrowded 
cases  at  the  moment  live  in  property  which  will  be  dealt  with  under 
the  Council’s  Slum  Clearance  Programme.  Some  36  additional 
families  are  overcrowded. 


0  0  0 


HOUSING  ACT,  1936  (Housing  Acts,  1925-1935.)  SLUM  CLEARANCE.  Position  at  31st  December,  1938 
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PART  I.  CLEARANCE  AND  COMPULSORY  PURCHASE  0 RDERS— continued 
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PART  II.  INDIVIDUAL  UNFIT  HOUSES 
A.  Demolition  Orders. 
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PART  HI.  HOUSES  WHICH  HAVE  BEEN  RE- CONDITIONED  UNDER  THE  HOUSING  (RURAL  WORKERS)  ACTS,  1926-38. 
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1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  311 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  863 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub¬ 
head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925 

and  1932  .  ...  ...  '  ...  ...  58 

(b)  No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  290 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  53 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 

all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  253 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Srrvice 

of  Formal  Notices  : — - 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : — - 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10,  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  1 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  :  — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  10 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  10 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  10 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  persu- 

ance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  nil 


(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  deter¬ 
mined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  lit  nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  iv. — Overcrowding  :  — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  62 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  .  ...  62 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  .  ...  398J 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  2 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  139 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

4  have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Auth¬ 
ority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  over¬ 
crowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 
conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

may  consider  it  desirable  to  report  ...  ...  nil 


Infectious  Diseases* 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases,  excluding 
Tuberculosis,  notified  during  the  year  was  24.  This  figure  com¬ 
pares  with  45  for  1937,  42  for  1936,  68  for  1935,  79  for  1934,  and  40 
for  1933. 


An  Analysis  of  the  notified  cases  appears  in  the  following 
tables  : — 


Infectious  Diseases  Notified  During  1938. 


At  all  ages] 

Under  1  yr.| 

c/i 

Vh 

CO 

r— 1 

2 — 3  yrs. 

3—4  yrs.  | 

4 — 5  yrs.  | 

5 — 10  yrs.  | 

'A 

V-i 

lO 

1 — 1 

o 

15 — 20  yrs.j 

20 — 35  yrs.j 

35 — 45  yrs.j 

c/} 

v-i 

►'O 

>o 

CO 

iO 

|  65  and  overj 

Cases 

admi’d 

to 

Hosp’l 

Total 

De’ths 

Scarlet  Fever 

12 

2 

6 

I 

2 

1 

Diphtheria 

5 

1 

i 

A 

1 

2 

5 

Pneumonia 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

9 

u- 

1 

1 

24 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

7 

Q 

o 

2 

1 

2 

2 

5 

1 

Comparison  of  Notification  Rate  with  that  for  England  &  Wales. 


Rate  per  1,000  Population. 

England  &  Wales 

Towcester  R.D. 

Smallpox 

000 

000 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

2*41 

0*93 

Diphtheria 

1-58 

0*39 

Enteric  Fever... 

0*03 

0-00 

Erysipelas 

0*40 

0T6 

Pneumonia 

1T0 

0*39 

Number  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  Notified  from  different 

Parishes  in  the  District.  1938. 


Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Blisworth 

2 

_ 

Grafton  Regis 

1 

— 

Greens  Norton  ... 

_ 

2 

- 

— ■  -  - 

Pattishall 

1 

1 

. 

. ....  . 

Paulerspury 

- - 

- _ 

2 

— - 

Shutlanger 

5 

1 

1 

- - 

Slapton 

— 

— 

1 

— . 

Stoke  Bruerne  ... 

3 

- , 

. - 

- . 

Towrcester 

_ 

_ 

1 

2 

Wappenham 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

12 

5 

5 

2 

Smallpox — No  case  of  this  disease  occurred  in  the  Rural 
District  during  the  Year  1938. 


Scarlet  Fever — 'Twelve  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  noti¬ 
fied,  showing  a  decrease  of  12  on  the  number  for  the  preceding  year  ; 
none  were  removed  to  hospital.  'There  were  no  deaths. 

Diphtheria — Five  cases  were  notified,  being  an  increase  of 
3  on  the  number  for  1937.  Two  of  these  were  temporary  residents 
living  in  a  caravan  near  Greens  Norton.  All  the  cases  recovered  in 
hospital. 

Erysipelas — Two  cases  were  notified.  There  was  1  death 

Ten  throat  swabs  and  a  specimen  of  faeces  were  submitted 
to  Northampton  General  Hospital  Pathological  Laboratory  for 
examination. 


The  scheme,  approved  by  the  Minister  of  Health,  to  form  a 
joint  hospital  district  in  Western  Northamptonshire  came  into  opera¬ 
tion  on  1st  April,  1938.  Cases  of  infectious  disease  occurring  in 
Towcester  Rural  District  and  in  the  Boroughs  of  Brackley  and 
Daventry  and  the  Rural  Districts  of  Brackley,  Daventry  and  North¬ 
ampton  may  be  treated  at  The  Western  Northamptonshire  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospital,  Staverton. 


Tuberculosis* 

The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Tuberculosis  Register  at  the  end  of  1937 — 

Males  Females  Total 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  10  9  19 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  11  1  12 

Five  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  5  cases  of  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  1938  as  compared  with 
5  cases  and  7  cases  respectively  in  1937. 

Three  deaths  resulted  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  1 
death  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis.  These  had  been  notified 
prior  to  death. 


1  UBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1938. 


Age  Periods, 

New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmo’y 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pul  mo’ y 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0— . 

1— ... 

5—... 

1 

1 

15— . 

1 

2 

1 

1 

25— . 

1 

35— . 

1 

45—... 

1 

55—... 

1 

1 

2 

65  and  upwards 

Totals  ... 

3 

2 

3 

2 

2 

l 

1 

The  death  rate  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  was  031 
per  1.000  population. 

The  occupations  of  the  cases  at  time  of  notification  were  : 
clerk  1,  hairdresser  1,  domestic  servant  1,  housewife  1,  manager 
of  a  clothing  business  1,  shepherd  1,  at  school  2,  others  2. 


Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations 
1925.  These  regulations  empower  the  Council  to  prevent  persons 
suffering  from  tuberculosis  from  engaging  in  the  milk  trade.  It  was 
was  unnecessary  to  take  action  under  these  regulations  during  1938. 

Public  Health  Act  1936,  Section  172.  No  action  was  taken 
under  this  Section  whereby  an  infectious  case  of  pulmonary  tuber¬ 
culosis,  which  is  a  serious  risk  to  others,  may  be  compulsorily 
removed  to  hospital. 

In  conclusion  I  record  with  pleasure  the  willing  co-oper¬ 
ation  of  Mr.  Harris,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  the  ready  help  given 
me  by  Mr.  Budge,  Clerk,  Mr.  Hulbert,  Acting  Housing  Officer,  Mr. 
Ingman,  Architect,  and  the  advice  and  assistance  afforded  me  by  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  C.  M.  Smith  and  his  Staff. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  A,  ROUGHEAD. 


Summary  of  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  for  year 
ending  December  31st,  1938. 


No.  of  Visits  and  Inspections  ...  ...  6094 

,,  Canal  Boats  Inspected  ...  ...  12 

,,  ,,  Defects  found  and  remedied  ...  4 

,,  Slaughter  Houses — Licensed  ...  ...  2 

,,  ,,  ,,  — Registered  ...  ...  23 

,,  Visits  to  Slaughter  Houses  ...  ...  143 

,,  ,,  Butchers  Shops  ...  ...  58 

„  ,,  Bacon  Co.’s  Premises,  Blisworth  ...  47 


,,  Carcases  inspected  in  Slaughter  Houses  &  Butchers  Shops  1751 

Unsound  Meat  surrendered  and  destroyed — 7cwt.  lqr.  51bs. 

3  Tins  Corned  Beef  found  unfit, — these  were  surrendered  and 
destroyed. 

3  warnings  given  to  Butchers  in  cases  where  stunning  apparatus 
was  not  used  for  slaughtering. 


No. 


99 
99 
5) 
99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
9  9 
%  9 
99 
99 
99 
9 9 
99 
99 
9  9 
9  9 


99 


99 


99 


99 


99 


of  Meat  Hawkers’  Vans  Inspected 
Fish  ,, 

Fruit  ,, 

Ice-cream  Vehicles 
Fried  Fish  Vans  ,, 

Privies  converted  to  Water  Closets 
Pail  Closets  ,,  ,, 

Privies  ,,  Pail 

Caravans  Inspected 
Cowsheds  on  Register 
,,  Inspected 

defects  found  and  remedied 

re-constructed  and  re-conditioned 
Outfall  works  cleaned  out 
Settling  Tanks 
Water  courses 
Cesspools  „ 

Rooms  disinfected 

Articles  of  Bedding  and  Clothing  disinfected 
Drains  tested  by  Water 
„  ,,  Smoke 

,,  re-constructed  to  Houses  after  defects 


*  9 


99 


99 


Nuisances  from  : 

,,  Un-trapped  drains 
,,  Blocked  ,, 

,,  Butchers  premises 
,,  Keeping  of  Animals 
,,  Defects  in  Houses 
,,  Offensive  ditches 


21 

11 

9 

1 

3 

7 
9 

8 

5 

246 

203 

27 

11 

7 

59 

89 

21 

14 

395 

89 

193 

12 


6 

37 

6 

8 

32 

13 


Sewers  in  Villages. 

3  lengths  of  sewers  cleaned  out  in  Towcester. 

3  ,,  ,,  „  Greens  Norton. 

Sewers  extended  at  Blisworth. 

,,  ,,  Towcester  by  direct  labour. 

Part  of  ditch  on  Northampton  Rd., — Yardley  Gobion  piped  in. 

Water  Supplies  : 

New  scheme  at  Paulerspury  opened. 

Water  Main  extended  to  new  Housing  Site,  Willis  Way, 
Towcester. 

Water  Main  extended  to  cottages,  Bradden  Road,  Greens 
Norton. 

Alderton. — New  pump  fixed  and  well  covered  over  to 
replace  roller  and  chain. 

No.  of  New  Houses  erected  by  private  enterprise  ...  2(5 

,,  Supervision  of  Houses  re-conditioned  under  Rural 
Workers  Act  for  the  year 
,,  Houses  re-conditioned  by  private  enterprise 

,,  Petrol  Stores  on  register  ...  ...  52 

„  ,,  stored  ...  ...  gallons — 41700 

Sanitary  accommodation  improved  to  the  following 
Licensed  premises  : — 

Oueen  Victoria  Inn, 

George  &  Dragon, 

Royal  Oak, 

Cock  Inn, 

Old  Talbot. 

Duke’s  Head, 

Navigation  Inn, 

Pollution  of  Water  Courses. 

3  complaints  received  from  Deanshanger. 

5  Samples  of  water  and  1  of  sediment  were  taken  from 
the  brook,  sent  for  Analysis,  results  showing  no 
injurious  matter  present. 

5  cases  of  exchanging  articles  for  Rags  were  dealt  with 
(under  Section  154  of  Public  Health,  1936,)  and  a 
conviction  was  obtained  in  one  case. 

Rat  and  Mice  Destruction  Act. 

Several  complaints  were  received  under  the  above, 
instructions  for  dealing  with  the  cases  were  given,  and 
necessary  poison  bait  was  issued.  No  notices  were 
served. 


Gayton 

Fosters  Booth 

Silverstone 

Potterspury 

Potterspury 

Deanshanger 

Cosgrove. 


T.  HARRIS, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


June  15th,  1939. 
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